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The Problem: Continued invasion by forest pests
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All insects: 2.6 per year 
since 1850

Wood borers: 1.2 per year 
since 1985



Imported forest pests occur in every state in the US
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western US

Sudden oak death

White pine blister rust

Polyphagous shot 
hole borer



eastern us

Emerald ash borer

Spotted lanternfly

Laurel wilt
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Timber owners

Federal government

Homeowners
lost property values

Local governments

Homeowners
extra expenses

$2
billion

$1.5
billion

$1
billion

$216
million

$150
million

The Costs

loss of ecosysTem services





case: Hemlock woolly adelgid

Trees die

Stream warming may 
impact fish

Bird species decline

Old-growth forests decline; 
invasive plants proliferate

Changes in carbon storage 
and nutrient retention



international trade routes
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PATHWAYS TO ENTRY
Wood Pallets Nursery Plants



 » Restrict the importation of live plants

 » Switch to pest-free packaging material for international shipments

 » Expand early detection and rapid response programs

 » Tighten enforcement of penalties

 » Expand international pest prevention programs with key trade partners

policy based on science

tree∙SMART
trade

5 policy actions that will help prevent new forest pests



recent successes

More stringent 
enforcement of wood 
packaging regulations 

Comprehensive report 
on the issue and possible 
solutions

Measures that importers 
can use to minimize 
pests in wood packaging

tree∙SMART
trade



What can you do?

Use Your Voice

•	Buy native plants 
•	Don’t	move	firewood

Speak up! Contact federal 
representatives and 
national environmental 
organizations and ask 
them to take action

tree∙SMART
trade



Questions for Gary Lovett?

 www.treesmarttrade.org
@treeSMARTtrade



This program was sponsored in part by



Your gift today will help save trees tomorrow.

 www.caryinstitute.org/donate


