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1. Introduction to tree ID and why trees
2. Learn how to use a simple ID key
3. Identification of

o Alternate branching deciduous trees
o Evergreen trees
o Opposite branching deciduous trees

4. Q&A

Overview





Why Me?



Overview



Trees Matter

Why Bother?



Wildlife habitat

Why Bother?

Forest products Outdoor recreation

Trees Matter



Why Bother?

Trees Work Hard



Generate 
and 

preserve 
soils

Why Bother?

Erosion 
control

Filter and 
purify water

Produce 
oxygen 
and      
filter air

Trees Work Hard



Can We Learn from Trees?

Trees Are Communal



Can We Learn from Trees?

Trees Are Communal



Why Bother?

Trees Are Cool!!



Endlessly interesting

Why Bother?

Trees Are Cool!!

Shading and cooling Good neighbors



Meet The Neighbors



Meet The Neighbors

One at a time…



Field Guides

Lots of options!

Handout of tree guide book covers



Field Guides

There’s an app for that!



Field Guides - Seek



Why Bother?

Trees Are In Trouble



Why Bother?

Trees Are In Trouble

Chestnut blight

Dogwood anthracnose

Dutch elm disease

Butternut 
canker



Why Bother?

Trees Are In Trouble

Hemlock woolly 
adelgid Emerald ash 

borerBeech bark 
disease

Asian long-
horned beetle



Seasonal Variation



Distinctive Character



Distinctive Character



Distinctive Character



After Petrides, George  
A Field Guide to Trees 
and Shrubs. 2nd ed., 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 
Boston. 428pp. 1972. 

Distinctive Character



After Wojtech, Michael
BARK: A Field Guide to Trees of the Northeast  
University Press of New England, 2011

Distinctive Character



Distinctive Character



Distinctive Character



Let’s Go For A Walk In The Woods!

TREE I.D. TOOL BOX
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